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Translation and Interpretation Services Policy 

	One policy that impacts access to care is translation and interpretation services which may not always be covered or available depending on the language and area. One policy that covers this area is Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act (CHIPRA) which helps pay for more translation and interpretation services (Medicaid Staff, 2021). However, despite this, the full price of the service is not covered due in part to the fact that translation or interpretation services provided for health care are not “classified as mandatory 1905 services” (Medicaid Staff, 2021). This access to care impediment could be a major issue in seeking care for those who are not proficient in English, or with limited English proficiency (LEP).
	One policy change in this area that could improve access to care could be to provide better funding for translation and interpretation services, as this would improve access to care for those with LEP. A language barrier is one way in which those with LEP may be pushed away from seeking care if they do not feel they will be understood, and it can also be quite scary to need medical attention yet not understand what the medical professionals are discussing your health. These factors will contribute to the lack of care for many individuals with LEP and could be alleviated by providing more funds for translation and interpretation services.  By reimbursing all of the money spent on such services, these services might become more widely available especially in those healthcare providers who are not otherwise mandated to provide such services. Another policy change may be to mandate the need for providing such services for at least the most common languages in the local area, as the necessary services could fluctuate by area. Many people in Florida would likely benefit from Spanish and other language services, while those in more northern states may benefit more from French language services being readily available as one example of this.
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